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End-of-life Care and Human Rights 

Abstract: On 22 December 2017, the Italian Parliament adopted the Law No. 219/2017 which allows 

citizens to decide in advance whether they would accept or refuse any medical treatments in the case 

they lost their capacity to self-determine. However, Italy still poses an absolute ban on assisted suicide 

and euthanasia. The Constitutional Court has recently called on the Parliament to better regulate end-

of-life care issues by 24 September 2019 at the latest. Discussion in the framework of the lower house 

started on 30 January 2019. 
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